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We Are Free Indeed – John 8:31-36 

Our text for the Reformation Day is from John chapter 8, with focus on the 

words, You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

Let us pray: "May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts 

be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord our rock and our redeemer." Amen 

It is indeed appropriate that we have these words for our text on this 

Reformation Sunday.  This is the day where we as a church celebrate and 

remember the gift of God’s Word and the Gospel of Jesus Christ for lost 

sinners.   

It is a day about freedom.  Freedom from sin.  Freedom from death.  Freedom 

from the shackles that bind us all.  This freedom, which we call justification, 

is what defines us and makes us Lutherans.  No doubt, it is this very freedom 

in the Gospel that makes us Christians. 

What does God’s Word provide to those who are held in bondage?  What does 

it provide to those who are not in control of their destiny and their future? 

This, of course, are not new questions.  In our text the Jews were a bit unclear 

about the questions of bondage and freedom.  Jesus tells them that only the 

truth of the Word of God can free them.   

What is their response? We are sons of Abraham and have never been in 

bondage to anyone!  They thought Jesus was talking about physical slavery, 

but they missed His point.  What Jesus is talking about is not about who is 

your boss, or even whether you are in prison or free. 

You see, according to the Scriptures, we are all enslaved.  We are enslaved to 

sin, to death, and to the power of the devil.  We may not know it.  Like the 

Jews in our text, we go through life acting like we are in control.  But this is 

not true.  All it takes is a lost temper, one too many temptations, or some other 
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sins to get you realize that you are not in control of your own life.  You may 

put up a good fight sometimes. But ultimately, we are enslaved to sin and 

death. 

Saint Paul talks about this at length in his great chapter on sin and grace in 

Romans 3.  Hear what he says: 19Now we know that whatever the law says 

it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 

stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  20For by 

works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 

through the law comes knowledge of sin (Romans 3:19-20 ESV). 

In other words, God’s Law in His Word serves to show us what we really are 

because we cannot accomplish the written Law. But we all long to make 

excuses before God for our sin.  We find thousands of reasons why the Law 

should not apply to us.  But it does.  God’s Law rings out into the whole world, 

and it convicts us of our own sinfulness and need for Jesus and His 

righteousness. 

That crushing weight of the Law is necessary, absolutely necessary for our 

salvation and freedom.  In order for us to seek the healing arms of Jesus, we 

have to know that we are sick.  More than that, you have to know that you are 

dead in trespasses and sins, and that only God’s mercy can save you.  And 

God does show mercy to you.  He sent His Son into the world to die so that 

your sins might be forgiven.  That is the truth that will set you free. 

Jesus said, “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 

indeed.”  That is the power of God’s Word, my friends.  When He says, You 

are free, I forgive you, I baptize you, This is my body, when Christ our 

Lord says these great Gospel words to you, it is reality.  This is the truth that 

sets you free.   

That is what makes you a Lutheran.  We hold onto that doctrine of 

Justification for everything.  That is what defines us as the people of 

God.  When we forget that, we have forgotten our very identity. 
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As I said last Sunday in the month of November we celebrate our 40th 

anniversary. This will be a month where we will look back to see what God 

has done for us, we will examine ourselves to see where we are, and we look 

to the future to see what great things God has in store for us.   

In these turbulent times, it is critical that we as a church be grounded in the 

truth of the Gospel.  That is what we are about.  That is who we are.  We teach 

this Gospel in bible class, confirmation, and Sunday school.  We teach this 

Gospel in meetings and even in casual conversation here at church.  This is 

the one unifying factor to this place. 

We live in one of the hardest ages to be a faithful Christian.  We live in a time 

when it would be easy, it would be so very tempting to hide the Gospel under 

a bushel and speak about other issues and just make ourselves into one more 

social agency or club.  But it cannot be so.  This truth of God’s Word is too 

important.  This is the Word that creates faith.  This is the Word that brings 

eternal life.  We must talk and pray and struggle and argue and pray some 

more that Christ our Lord will give us the guidance to hold up His Word of 

truth to a dying world.  That is our mission as the Christian Church. 

There was another time in the church’s history when they had to ask some of 

these very hard questions.  In the 16th century, five hundred years ago, the 

Church in Europe had largely forgotten its purpose.  The church had gone 

from the place of salvation to a place of Law and fear.  God’s people did not 

go to church to have their sins forgiven.  They went to church to fulfill an 

obligation, or out of habit, or even out of fear.  In the midst of that chaos Christ 

our Lord raised up men like Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon, and other 

reformers.  

The Word of God had such an impact on these men, and many others, that 

they were willing to suffer everything, even death, to hold up that Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and teach it to their children.  These are our forbearers, my 

friends.  They sacrificed much, so that you and I could stand before God today 
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in a Lutheran Church, and know that we would hear the Good News of Jesus 

Christ. 

This is what the Reformation is all about!  This is what Christendom is all 

about—always has been and always will be.  All the focus is on Christ and 

the good news of our salvation. It is about His all-atoning sacrifice.  All the 

focus is on the heavenly Father and His unconditional, unmerited free gift of 

grace, which He bestows upon us, not because of our works, but because of 

Christ alone.  

This all seems so simple (and it is), and yet… it was so revolutionary in 

Luther’s time.  Even worse, it is still revolutionary in our time too.   

 

Many will say that they are saved through faith alone in grace alone because 

of Christ alone, but then in the next breath say, “and now here is what you 

need to do.”  Salvation for so many Christ-loving Christians remains a 

question mark.  “Am I saved?  Am I good enough?  Have I done 

enough?  Have I done too much?”  

 

They love Christ, and yet they ignore the cross and seek their own works, 

where they will only find uncertainty or false assurance.  It is to this darkness 

and fear and uncertainty and false works-righteous assurance that our Lord’s 

heavenly messenger still proclaims, “Fear God and give Him glory, because 

the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and 

earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

Dear friends: You know the Truth, and that Truth has set you free.  May that 

Truth be revealed through you.  May this light of Christ; this light of your 

justification in Christ and because of Christ, shine forth in your heart and soul 

like the noon day sun.  May it shine forth in you and through you in all that 

you say and do; in your daily worship.   
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In terms of Reformation, may you be that heaven-sent messenger of justifying 

Gospel to every tribe and nation and person that your Lord brings you into 

contact with in your daily comings and goings, always pointing to and 

glorifying Christ.  Faith alone in God’s grace alone because of Christ 

alone.  That’s what it is all about.  That’s reason to rejoice.  

So this Reformation Sunday, rejoice!  God’s Word still reigns supreme, and 

He gives you the Word of His Gospel in so many ways in this holy place.  That 

is the greatest blessing from God.  You are free indeed.  In the name of 

Jesus.  Amen. 

"Now unto the One, Holy, Blessed and Undivided Trinity, be all dominion, 

glory and power, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


